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Texas
The Most Elaborate State

TEXAS occupies a place unique in the history of American States
have claimed her allegiance Six different flags have in turn waved over her in token of sovereignty Her breezes have HI-

JJ fanned the Lilies of France the Royal Banner of Spain and the TriColor of the Republican Mexico Her sunlight has
kissed the Lone Star emblem of her own independent sovereignty and the Stars and Stripes of the American Union For
four eventful years amid the smoke of battle she upheld the Stars and Bars of the Southern Confederacy Believing
that no work heretofore published has done full justice to the remarkable history of this remarkable land 1 began in
1893 the collection of material for a very exhaustive publication to be issued upon a new plan and in a manner never
before attempted in a State history The perfected work is now ready and I offer here a synopsis which will give a fair
idea of the scope and character of the publication and the general plan upon which it has been prepared and published
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Part One Yoakums History of Texas
As n ncuclus around which to build I acquired from tho hclvi-

ot Henderson Yoakum tho right to republish Yoakums Hlsory-
of Texas and It forms part ono of this new work The reappear
anco ot this rare old work will bo hallqd with satisfaction by all
old Texans From the dato or its first publication It has easily
held first placo in thslr c3leem It Is Indeed a classlo and shows
the work ot a scholar and a careful student of historical annals
In preparing it Mr Yoakum had tho Invaluable aid ot his warm
personal friend General Sam Houston and the use of his public
and private papers and correspondence His history covers the
period down to annexation in 1845 It was published In lSSj but
only a limited number were printed when tho plates were ac-
cidentally

¬

destroyed by lire and Mr Yoakum dying sron after
they were never remade For that reason the work never had a
general circulation ahd It has been rare ccatly and hard to ob-

tain
¬

It Is rcpoducol here word for word as It was In tho orig-
inal

¬

text Is enclosed In much handsomer bjndjnss and U em-
bellished

¬

and beautified with hundreds of halftono lllustritlons-
A caturftrwhichi willaccoinpnny the Yoakum text In this new
work will bo a scries of commentaries which were written in 163-
by Major Moses Austin Bryan and Colonel Frank V Johnson
but never published They aro the personal recollections tbo O

two noted men of the scenes and Incidents described by Yoakum
and aro hero published as foot notes

The Colonial Period the Revolution and
= the Republic 1826 to 1845-

In tho twentyfive years between 1S20 and 1SI5 occurred tho
American colonisation of Texas tho revolution the fall ot the
Alamo tho massacre ot Goliad tbo war for independence tho
founding of the Republic and tho government of the Infant Nation
up to the time Toxas bscamo a State in the American Union Tho
thrilling nntials ot these historic years have never been fully
written Tho mo3t abundant and the most vnlunho sources of In-

formation

¬

have ucv cr before been avnllablo to tho hletorinn Tho

authors of tho various chapters covering tho events of thU
period arc Colonjl Guy M Ilryan Judge Scth Shcpard the lato
Governor J W Throckmorton Mr3 Adelc Briscoe Looscan and
Mrs Kato Scurry Terrell Colonel Bryan is a nephew of Stephen
K Austin the great ompresarlo He is tho custodian of tho Auslin
manuscripts tho most voluminous and valuablu cpIccllou of his-

torical

¬

documents In Uo State Hq also obtained from Hon A W-

Tcrroll the privilege of using the manuscript of Colonel Frank
V Johnsons History ot Texas which h In Mr Terrell charge

Colonel Bryan had at his command a vast fund of invaluablo ua a
never bcfoio avalablo to any historian Ho Is a forceful writer a
conscientious chronicler and a roaster ot tho subject ho treats ills
work Is ono of the most important contribution to Texas histoiy
ever penned It Includes sketches of Moses Austin and Stephen
P Austin A vory exnnustlvc aud detailed account of the Amer-
ican

¬

colonization of Toxas The mode of living df tho co otmts
their houses dress dally occupations and amusements This Frc-

doclan war Tho cftinpaigu of tho Texan army under Austin adB-

urleson In 1815 Iho reports letters ahd speeches of Austin his
last days and his private and public character The siego and fall
of the Alamo by Judgo Scth Shepnrd will provo au iiitcroslliu
feature of this spctlun of the work Tho sketch is illustrated
with diagrams and Is ot grent historical value Governor Throm-
mortons acoBunt of tiio settlement ot Northern Texas is incor-

porated
¬

with Colonel Bryans chapters on colonization Tho women
of pioneer day3 und domestic acd Eoclal llfo in tbe perlods ot tau
colonics tho revolution and tho Hepubltc is u chapter of rnrj in-

terest
¬

from tho ren of Mrs Adclo Briscoe I ooscan In roJoamng-
a wilderness and founding a nation women nro an Important fac-

tor
¬

They wore lu Tcxca With the exception ot an ocoisIoduI-

referenco to their suffeigs they aro rarely mcntlonod by the his-

torian
¬

Mrs Loasoau has gracefully redeemed this history by

writing an entertalulng sketch of tho nobio women and tho rojfa
life of pioneer duys > Tho Runaway Scrape that tcrrlblo 11 n it-

of the invading Mcxleam In-

1S30
men women and children before

nn Incident of the war for Indcnendcnco full of i
pathos and humor Is Rraphlcnlly described by Mrs Kato Scurry
Terrell These cnpptCM supplementary to tho more cUonrtCd v0rk

and brins theof Colonel Bfyan and Mr Yoakum Oil out part two
history down to annexation lu 1S15
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The Legislative and Judicial
of the State of Texas

from 1845 to 1897-
By O H Roberts

Tho second volumo dealB directly with tho Stato ot Texas from
the timo it joined the American Union lu 1815 to tho clew ot 18S7

The annals ot the last fifty years aro filled with tho exploits of-

a race of uble vigorous and independent statesmen and jurists
Tho story of their work is hero told In detail by ono who was
himself an njtlve participant in tho scenes which ho describes
Tho author Is exGovernor 0 M Roberts and tho contribution Is
worthy of the man and tho kubject Tho titlo is TUB POLITI-
CAL

¬

LEGISLATIVE AND JUDICIAL HISTORY OF THIS STATU-
OF TEXAS FOR FIFTY YEARS It is terse accurate complete
aud absolutely Impersonal and Impartial Governor Roberts spent
many months at Austin In compiling his data from the archives
and records of the government his own private collection of mem-
oranda

¬

correspondence manuscripts and books covering th period
dlhcustcil is tho most complete and systematic In cxlslciioc and
his personal knowledge aim recollection ot public man and of polit-

ical
¬

legislative and judicial affairs in Texas aro profound and
phenomenal He eamo to the then Ilcptlbllu In 1S11 and wassoon-
nindo n dlslrlet attorney in Eastern Texas where ho camo In con-
tact

¬

with nil tho lendingmen of thatcra lie was ono oho
first district Judges ot tho State arter annexation wus afopvarlij
for many years an associate Justice ot the supremo court before
tho war and active leader In tho Kccesslcn movement president of-

tho secession convention In ISfil a colonel In tho Confederate
army chief Justice or tbo supremo court than ono of tho United
States senators in reconstruction times again chief Justice for
many years whin he was elected to tho governorship In 1S7S and
again In 1SS0 and finally he closed his active public career as-

profefsor of law in Uto State University With such an oXiiOM-

ence and cauipjiciit It Is rtndlly apparent Out Governor Robiiris-
Is peculiarly competent for tho task ho has bo creditably per-

formed A ninrued characteristic of his history Is It nlsolito
Judicial fairness 111 the dlscusslrn of men and mensuies It reads
llko a statement of facts from a judge with tho nddpd ciiann-
of a quaint and on ible style and n fund cf quiet humnrphlIo3oniy
and reniinlsccncM This part of tho new work embraces three hun-

dred
¬

and twentyaye pages nearly as much ns iho whole nf iok-
kums original teut nnd there is not a superfluous lino In It-

Firty Years of Social Educational Religious and Industrial
Growth Is the closing chapter In this very exhaustive history of Uu
Stale It Is devoted to a general review of the advance inado by-

tho Stato during Its half century of Statehood including n short
sketch of antecedent periods It Is prepared by Dudley 0 Wootcn
and Is a fitting Ilnalo tcVno splendid volumes At the end or this
chapter nro over thirty statistical tallies giving In tabulated irtn-

tho exact statistics ot each Important subject dlrui8Scdrpolltiea
financial economic agrlculturalertucatlonal lellRlous social crim-

inal
¬

commercial industrial aud those pertaining to railroads mid
railroad traffic jw

Articles
An absolutely complete history of any land Is Impossible In a

narration of events no matter how exhaustive Tlicro nro spe-

cial

¬

topics which require Independent and Individual treatment
by histprlcal specialists This niothed cf preparing extended
hlstorlci Is now much In vogue nnd U approved by tho ablest
authors by tho rratllns public and tho historical student 1 am-

oitlsfled that thofollowing special nrtlclcw will bo found one of-

tho most valuable features of thla great work

Annexation and the Mexican War
By General Sam Bell Alaxey-

In two chapters General Maxey presents rui nccuralo andfull
account ot the annexation of Texas to tho American Union end

iho war with Mexico which followed Chapter I is 1 history of-

tho diplomatic and official transactions attending tho annexation
of iho Republic of Texas to tho Union of American Slate the po

mica Mpwatf the auction In tho United S qtca tho attitude of

Texas the1 Interest and relation of foreign nations toward tbo sub

Histoiy spirit

I Union thathas ever been conceived or executed Respectfully

Correspondence Splioiled

Political
History

Special

H

History Ever Attempted
In this Country Finally Completed After

Four Years Patient Labor and the Expenditure of Over 16000

Since her discovery six different governments

Jpct the final triumph ot anucxatlon and tho terms of the com-
pact

¬

Chapter II Is a succlnot narrative of the cnuscs progress
success and results of tho war with Mexico with notice nf the
part taken therein by Texan troopfl-

ThiR was Iho last literary work done by Senator Maxcy bo
fore his death and his special fitness for thts character of writ-
ing

¬

Is well illustrated in these pages

The Texas Land System Policy Titles
and Legislation

By Dudley i Wootcn-

Tho History of tho Toxas Land System Spanish Mexican
and American It U divided Into two pnrto tho first dealing
with the land policy and titles under Spanish and Mexican rule
nnd tho second with tho system of titles course of legislation nnd
mode of dealing with lands public nnd private under tho Repub-
lic

¬

and State The subject Is a difficult and technical our but la

here treated lu a popular and historical style nnd the whole topio-

Is bo thoroughly discussed and dovelopod thai tho hitherto con-

fused
¬

Ideas that have prevailed In regard to Texas lands and
land titles nro completely dissipated This treatise is In Itself
almost an epitome of Texas history

1
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The Educational System the University
and the Schools

By J J Lane

The particular nrldo of tho Lono Star State Is hor Hplrndld
system ot free public education from tho primary schools to tho
highest achievements ot university culture Rho Is especially
proud ot the fact that her cnlerprlso In Ihls direction Is not u

merely Imitative lmpliuu excited by modern fecnllmcnl but thai
In 1835 when she declared her Independence of Mexico It wan mm-

of tho specific grounds of grievance that free public Instruc-
tion

¬

was not provided for her children She founded tho system
with the first organization of nti Independent government mid she
has nurtured It with magnificent liberality from that day to this

Tho history of this great educational movement and the In-

stitutions
¬

It has developed Is hero given In detail

Physical Geography Geology and Natural
Resources

By E T Bumble

Tho history and capablllllcR of a people nro Inseparably
connected with Iho pliytlcal surroundings nmld which they aro de-

veloped

¬

Tho paramount Inlluenco of climate geographical loca-

tion

¬

resources of tho noil nnd tho General environment 0f natural
ntfonclcH bparatlng to nymltl and modify hlijiiau and historic
growth nnd uctlvlty can never be logically omitted from tho i n-

eMcrnllon of any competenthistorian Hence with great propriety
thcic has been Included In this work nn exhaustive scientific and
particular description of nil those factors of Texas development

The Ranger Service and The Rangers
By General W 11 Kilijr-

Tho romantics anc thrilling utory of that unique service list
Is known tho wide world over The Hangers is entertainingly

narrated Resinning with the old time yoluntior scouts und border
knights whoso daring Cjplnlts first nn name nid notoriety to tho
Texas Rangers tho biliary 0f their irrAilusI development Into a
regular organized aud angularly efficient frontier and police force
is sketched with apprce allvo vigor nnd skill Examples of their
splendid daring consumu tO tact unllrlngVvlgHnnee and real worth
ns mon and soldiers an related and a phlloe6phl estimate of their
function and performance as a military power Is clearly prcssnted
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The Texas Press
By A C Gray

Tho rlso nnd growth of public journalism In Texas arc fully
traced by a veteran Journalist Tho subject s analytically handled
beginning with tho feeble efforts of the colonial newspapers fol-

lowing
¬

tho gradual dovcVipmont ut the press under the oxcltemont-
of revolutionary times then tbo lending papunt ot the Republic
are discussed and the whole Held of the RUtto nrc s in covored to the
present tlmO Interesting blogtuphlcul skekiies of the leading edl-
tors nnd publishers arc ilven from Horatio Rlgpiow down

The History and Evolution of the Texas
Flag

By Hrs Addc Briscoe Loosen 11-

A description of tho various flags used by tho early com-

mands
¬

of TexnB troops the gradual evolution of iho Lone Slur
flag the tings tlscd at the Alamo Ban Jacinto Goliad Volaico-
nnd other places tho National Hnndnrd f tho republic llio naval
flag the Sfnto flag and coat of nrms with n cqlorud design show-
ing

¬

nil tho standards und emblems used by Texas und Tcvnns In
the development of tho present flag

Texas and Texans in the Cjiyil War
in proportion 0 population Texas furnished more troops to tho

armies of tho laic war Ir llio United States thuu any Slate In tho
Union Their heroism wait approved In every campaign nnd la-

nlmcet every battle of the struggling Confederacy mid their
history ought to be chronicled lu imges of light and canonized In
monuments of endurable brass To adcqulluly follow nnd do-

scrlbc the military operations In which the Xoxmiik dlstln ittahcd-
themselvffl would rcqulio volumes rather than chapters It la not
ntlfmpted lirrii lo give Iho full stoiy of their dauntless deeds or-

to celebrate In dolnll tho chlvnlrla achievement of all their
splendid campaigns luttlcs aud triumphs but enough Is given tti
furnish n fair estimate of tho vailvty Impoiluncu nnd value of-

tho Hcrvico tendered by Texn lo the Hoiithoru milieu Most of-

it Is ciillrily new and nil of It will be found Intensely Interest-
ing

¬

Tho following list of tho uliuptnnt In this department of ihn
history Indicates the scopo of lla contents Mlinry Events and
Operntloim lu Texas nnd Along the oasis and llnrder Ibrtt1-

RH5 riomplled from various xourcoa The Service of Tcxiiii
Troops In the Armies of the Soul hern Confederacy compiled by-

flharlcs I Evmtfl aud Including a complete rosier of nil Texas or-

ganizations
¬

Moods Toxiib lirlundc 1 by Mm A V Winkler
Tcrryti Tcxus Rangers by Koto Scurry Terrell Proena Uri

Rndc by J II MeLearyj UniiiburyM llrlgane by O I Ros-
ier

¬

The Index
It tins been said that iho prpof of a book Is tho preface Cer-

tainly
¬

tie glory nnd utility of 11 bonk like thl nro in Its Index
There Is nothing so annoying so positively exoaficrotlng ps a
largo nnd valuable work without nn adequate and ncclirnlo In-

dex
¬

Faiinnately tho odllor has supplied that prlrni requisite lu
this hlsinrx Koch volume Is tcimrnioly Indexed llio work lis
been done In a painstaking manner nnd the references aro full
Intelligent completo and correct There nro none of the roofus-
Iiir cross roforcnccH Hint bewilder ftlld tantalize tho render who
Is in a hurry to find whnt lm wants

Illustrations
Tills Work is AlagnlHccntly Illustrated

It contains Iho portrait of every prominent man in tho an-

nals

¬

of Texas from tho rarllest lo tho latest ilmr nnd picture
ot all notol scenes und localities a number of need maps and a-

fao slmllo of tie TBXAN DBOLARATION OK JNDBIBNDBNCp-
Tlicro ore ft vast number of such illustration anil their eollecr
lion was a labor of Infinite detail pallMice and ItivcstlgnUon Jt
required years nnd tho sending of thousands of lotturs nemo of
them to distant States awl the expense lUtelf of gathering tbeiri
was very considerable Ilut Iho production was doomed of suf-

ficient
¬

Importance to warrant the outliy of time I bor nd money

oubt when its merits are properly knownV J l l
chronicle of the greatest Btate in
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